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Housekeeping
• We will keep all lines muted to avoid background noise.

• We will send a copy of the slides and a link to the recording via email after the live program.

• We’ll also make the slides and recording available on carequest.org.

To Receive CE Credits:

• Look for the evaluation form, which we’ll send via email within 24 hours.

• Complete the evaluation by Friday, November 29.

• Eligible participants will receive a certificate soon after via email.

We appreciate your feedback to help us improve future programs!

The CareQuest Institute for Oral Health is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. This presentation has been planned and implemented in accordance with the standards of the ADA CERP.

*Full disclosures available upon request
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Question & Answer Logistics

• Feel free to enter your questions into 

the Question & Answer box throughout 

the presentations.

• We will turn to your questions 

and comments toward the end of the 

hour.
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Learning Objectives

• Recognize the lasting impact of colonization on the oral health status of 

Indigenous communities.

• Explore strategies for building pathways into dentistry, fostering 

collaborations, and supporting mentorship programs for Indigenous 

students.

• Evaluate how increasing Native representation in the dental workforce 

can improve Indigenous populations’ access to care and health outcomes.
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INSERT SLIDE



Elevating Indigenous Peoples Voices in Dentistry: 
Ongoing Challenges and Promising Solutions

Cristin Haase, DMD, MPH, President
Adrian Sandoval, DDS, Vice President

Disclaimer: This presentation was prepared by Drs. Haase and Sandoval in their personal capacity. The opinions expressed in this article are 
the author's own and do not reflect the view of any organization other than the Society of American Indian Dentists. 
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Historical Context 

• Doctrine of Discovery, 1493 

• Manifest Destiny, 1845

• Treaty of Fort Laramie, 1868 

• Snyder Act, 1924

• Indian Healthcare Improvement Act, 1948

• Access to health care affirmed as a treaty right, 2021



American Indian and Alaska Native Communities 
Face a ‘Disproportionate Burden of Oral Disease’



2022 State of Oral Health Equity in 
America (SOHEA) Survey 



Percentage of children ages 2-5 with dental caries, 2011-2016 (AI/AN 2019)

CDC, 2019. https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR2019-table-1.html     

Phipps K, Ricks T, Mork N, Lozon T.  2019 IHS Data Brief. https://www.ihs.gov/doh/documents/surveillance/2018-19%20Data%20Brief%20of%201-5%20Year-Old%20AI-

AN%20Preschool%20Children.pdf 

Early Childhood Caries

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/OHSR2019-table-1.html
https://www.ihs.gov/doh/documents/surveillance/2018-19%20Data%20Brief%20of%201-5%20Year-Old%20AI-AN%20Preschool%20Children.pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/doh/documents/surveillance/2018-19%20Data%20Brief%20of%201-5%20Year-Old%20AI-AN%20Preschool%20Children.pdf


Provider Shortage



Per Capita Healthcare Spending 



AI/AN Education

Graduate Degree: 
6%

Compared to 11%

High school diploma: 
82%

Compared to 92%

Bachelor’s Degree: 
17%

Compared to 33%

(U.S. Census Bureau, 2015)



AI/AN Population: 
Pre Colonization: ~10 million 

1900: <300,000
2020:  9.7 million people (2.9% of the total 
population) 

Data and Images from: https://hmh.org/library/research/genocide-of-indigenous-peoples-guide/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/10/27/native-americans-2020-census/

https://www.google.com/mymaps/viewer?mid=1SXABihN-hgFqMWxAXQN5TXo1ybs&hl=en_US

https://toolkit.climate.gov/image/897

Native Population vs. 
Locations of U.S. 
Dental Schools 

https://hmh.org/library/research/genocide-of-indigenous-peoples-guide/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/10/27/native-americans-2020-census/
https://www.google.com/mymaps/viewer?mid=1SXABihN-hgFqMWxAXQN5TXo1ybs&hl=en_US


Public Data from the American Dental Education Association (ADEA)

U.S. Dental School Applicants by Race/Ethnicity 
(ADEA) 



Data Genocide 

“Two or more races” completely eliminates identity

● Misdirected resources

● Policy development

● Misidentification of high-risk groups

● Erosion of trust

● Erasure 

Urban Indian Health Institute. (2021, February 15)



file:///Users/cristinsmacbookair/Downloads/CareQuest_Institute_American-Indian-and-Alaska-Native-Communities_5.15.23.pdf



Why Are AI/AN Providers Needed? 

“Racial and ethnic diversity 
among health professionals 
promotes better access to 
healthcare” (ADEA, 2019)

“Racial and ethnic diversity 
improves healthcare quality for 
underserved populations” (HHS, 
2006)



AI/AN dental students 
graduated in 2023: 

Number we need in 
EACH CLASS for equal 
representation: 

5

180

https://jada.ada.org/article/S0002-8177(21)00095-7/fulltext

2.9% of 6,200 seats



https://issuu.com/college1920/docs/ejacd_vol88-3_10-21_f4

“Our perspective 
includes the belief 
that no one can be 
as uniquely qualified 
to treat our peoples 
as we are.”







How can you, or your 
organization be an ally? 

● Support legislation that positively impacts Indigenous 

communities 

● Holistic Admissions

● Recognize and celebrate Indigenous holidays (local and 

national) 

● Education on cultural humility, trauma informed care, 

motivational interviewing, patient autonomy 

● Teach public health best practices / minimally invasive 

dentistry 

● Allow and encourage students to join/participate in diverse 

dental organizations

● Include American Indian/Alaska Native Data in research 

● Racial microaggressions - do better 

● Local Tribal Advisory Committee

● Land Acknowledgements + reparations +  

acknowledgement of wrongdoing 



Where to find us: 
Society of American Indian 

Dentists

  http://www.thesaidonline.org/

http://www.thesaidonline.org/
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Question and Answer
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adriansandovaldds16@gmail.com
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President
Society of American Indian Dentists
haasedmd@gmail.com

mailto:haasedmd@gmail.com
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Webinar Evaluation

Complete the evaluation by Friday, November 29 to 

receive CE credit. You will receive a link to the survey 

within 24 hours. 

Next Webinar:

A Path to Person-Centered Care: Medical-Dental 

Integration in Practice on December 5 at 7 p.m. ET

And we invite you to take a minute to sign up for our 

newsletter to get more information on future webinars!
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Follow us on social media

Stay Connected

@CareQuestInstitute

@CareQuestInst

@CareQuestInstitute

CareQuest Institute
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